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Project Summary

Title:	Project 1 – Web Portfolio (25%) 
Due Date:	Due - ongoing final submission online web week 13
		In class final presentation week 13 

Please note: This is an OUTLINE only - clarification will be provided in class.

Introduction

In this assignment, you will craft a dynamic digital portfolio that brings your evolving design identity to life. Rather than simply assembling project files online, you’ll tell a cohesive professional story—one that reflects your values, showcases your critical reflections, and highlights the real-world work you produce each week. By building this site from the ground up, you’ll learn to translate your design thinking into a clear, accessible narrative that speaks directly to employers, mentors, and peers.

Why It Matters
A thoughtfully curated web portfolio is more than a collection of images—it’s your personal brand in action. As you refine your site over twelve weeks, you’ll develop the skills to present complex ideas with clarity, demonstrate your commitment to ethical practice and sustainability, and establish a polished online presence that sets you apart in a competitive field. This living artifact becomes both a record of your growth and a powerful tool for launching your career.

Project Requirements
 
In this assignment, you will design and launch a polished web portfolio on Wix that evolves each week to reflect your growing design expertise, critical reflections, and major course deliverables. By Week 12, your site should present a cohesive narrative of your identity, ethics, and project work, ready to impress employers and peers.

Your portfolio must:
· Establish clear site navigation for Homepage, About Me, Blog, Ethics, Projects, and Professional Development
· Communicate your design philosophy alongside a “Design Your Identity” portrait
· Publish two substantive blog posts (legal standards; future design trends)
· Embed your 1,000-word ethics reflection in a dedicated Ethics page
· Showcase each key deliverable (budget planning, sustainability project, design brief) on its project page
· Feature a Professional Development section with your two-year career roadmap, résumé download, and targeted certifications
· Adhere to accessibility best practices (alt-text, readable typography, colour contrast) and ensure mobile responsiveness
· Integrate high-quality imagery, iconography, and custom graphics reinforcing your story. 
· Be fully prepared for the in-class presentation in Week 13

Schedule of Website Submissions
(Note: this list is subject to change. Please refer to Blackboard for up-to-date info.)

Each submission must be made by 5 pm on your live website to receive a single point contributing to your final mark. There are 8 marks in total available. 
Late submissions receive zero, but be advised that they will be required for the final mark

Week 2: Initial Wix URL; Homepage (welcome + identity portrait); About Me section
Week 3: Resume under Professional Development section (roadmap, résumé, certifications -later) 
Week 4: Blog post “Why Legal Standards Matter” (300–500 words, ARIDO/NCIDQ quote)
Week 6: Project page for Group Budget Planning – Upload Plan from class exercise
Week 9: Blog Post Sustainability
Week 10: Blog post “Designing for the Future: Trends and Demographics”
Week 10: Professional Development Roadmap
Week 11: Reflection post (“What I’ve Learned…”)

Week 12: Final upload of all six core sections; final Wix URL submission

NOTE: Six Sections
1. Homepage - with welcome message and identity portrait 
2. About Me - articulating your design philosophy 
3. Blog - with required posts about legal standards and future design trends 
4. Ethics - page embedding your in-class activity and blog post why legal standards matter
5. Projects - featuring budget planning, sustainability project, design brief and other design projects from previous studio work (2 minimum from other projects)
6. Professional Development - including a two-year career roadmap, résumé download, and target certifications
Submission Checklist

Link
☐ Live Wix URL provided and accessible in week 1 and final upload in week 13
Core Content
☐ Homepage with welcome message and identity portrait
☐ About Me section articulating your design philosophy
☐ Blog with two posts (“Why Legal Standards Matter”; “Designing for the Future: Trends”)
☐ Ethics page embedding your in-class activity
Individual project pages for
  ☐ Budget Planning
  ☐ Sustainability Project
  ☐ Design Brief
  ☐ Include at least two additional studio or competition projects
Professional Development section including
  ☐ Two-year career roadmap – assignment 3
  ☐ Résumé download link
  ☐ List of target certifications
Design & Storytelling
☐ Express your unique design voice by weaving personal insights and values into every page
☐ Craft a cohesive visual identity through thoughtful colour choices, imagery, and graphic motifs that reflect who you are
☐ Structure content to unfold like a story, guiding visitors on a journey that reveals your perspective and passions
☐ Use layouts, typography, and spacing intentionally to create emotional impact and draw attention to your narrative highlights
☐ Select and integrate photography or illustrations, icons, or custom graphics that authentically illustrate your design ethos
☐ Employ interactive touches (hover effects, clickable details, subtle animations) that invite users to engage with your story
Accessibility & Responsiveness
☐ Mobile-responsive design verified on multiple devices
☐ Alt-text provided for all non-text content
Final Review
☐ Peer-review feedback fully incorporated
☐ Site polished with no broken links or placeholders
☐ Ready for Week 13 in-class portfolio presentation

Weekly Web Submission by 5pm on due date
· Week 2: Initial Wix URL; Homepage (welcome + landing page); About Me section
· Week 3: Resume under Professional Development section (roadmap, résumé, certifications -later) 
· Week 4: Blog post “Why Legal Standards Matter” (300–500 words, ARIDO/NCIDQ quote)
· Week 6: Project page for Group Budget Planning – Upload Plan from class exercise
· Week 9: Blog Post Sustainability
· Week 10: Blog post “Designing for the Future: Trends and Demographics”
· Week 10: Professional Development Roadmap
· Week 11: Project Page for Design Brief
· Week 11: Reflection Post (“What I’ve Learned…”)
· Week 12: Final upload of all six core sections; final Wix URL submission


Evaluation Criteria - 25% of Final Grade

Assessment is based on the attached grading rubric.
Level 3/4 (Accomplished – 75%): Completes all required work to standard
Level 4/4 (Mastery – 85%–100%): Demonstrates exceptional understanding, includes additional research, connects work to standards, delivers outstanding presentation, and shows evidence of critical self-reflection.

Course Outcomes 

CLO 1: Assess the principles, processes, and responsibilities that define and differentiate the profession.
– Achieved by articulating your design philosophy in the About Me section, where you describe the core values, workflows, and professional responsibilities that guide your practice.
Proof: The About Me paragraph clearly names your approach to client needs, collaboration practices, and standards of service.

CLO 2: Explore legal and ethical issues impacting interior design, such as universal and barrier-free design, health and safety guidelines, environmental responsibility, and sustainable practices.
– Achieved by writing the blog post “Why Legal Standards Matter,” in which you quote the ARIDO Code of Ethics or NCIDQ and reflect on a contract or case-study scenario.
Proof: Your 300–500 word post cites a specific clause from the ARIDO Code and links it to sustainability and accessibility considerations.

CLO 3: Summarize legislation, regulations, codes, and standards of practice applicable to the profession.
– Achieved by embedding your 1,000-word Ethics reflection, which references NCIDQ exam content, barrier-free design codes, and relevant health-and-safety regulations.
Proof: The Ethics page includes direct citations of the Ontario Building Code’s accessibility requirements alongside your personal analysis.

CLO 4: Describe the components of a business practice including work environments, standard procedures, instruments of service forecasting, interdisciplinary practices, and relationships with clients, professional consultants, markets, users, and consumers.
– Achieved by mapping key firms, nonprofits, and design leaders in your Professional Development section, showing an understanding of the networks and practice contexts that shape interior design.
Proof: Your two-year career roadmap lists target employers (e.g., boutique studios, sustainability consultancies) and professional associations (e.g., ASID, ARIDO).

CLO 5: Analyze the impact of changing demographics and emerging trends on the profession.
– Achieved by publishing the blog post “Designing for the Future: Trends and Demographics,” which interprets your Week 9 trend research and mood-board insights.
Proof: You incorporate statistical data on millennial workspace preferences and explain how demographic shifts influence material selection and spatial planning.

CLO 6: Evaluate the potential for change in the profession of interior design and plan an effective strategy for professional development through study, practice, and continuing education.
– Achieved by developing a detailed two-year Professional Development plan that schedules certifications (WELL AP, LEED Green Associate), conferences, and workshops.
Proof: Your timeline identifies key events (ARIDO AGM, design expos) and links them to specific skill outcomes, demonstrating strategic foresight.

CLO 7: Apply methods of portfolio development and presentation.
– Achieved by constructing a coherent web portfolio on Wix, using clear navigation, consistent branding, and interactive elements to showcase work.
Proof: The completed site features dedicated project pages, a blog, and a downloadable résumé, all organized with a strong visual hierarchy.

CLO 8: Prepare documents to apply for an entry-level employment position in interior design.
– Achieved by integrating a polished résumé download link and an interactive career roadmap within your online portfolio, ready to share with potential employers.
Proof: The Professional Development section provides a branded PDF résumé alongside actionable links, demonstrating readiness for real-world job applications.

CIDA Standards


Standard 5. Collaboration
Interior designers collaborate and participate in interdisciplinary teams.

a) Students have awareness that multiple disciplines and stakeholders are involved in creating an interior environment.
Proof: In your Professional Development section you identify and link to firms and leaders across architecture, sustainability consulting, material science, and accessibility advocacy—demonstrating your understanding of the interdisciplinary teams that shape every project.

Standard 6. Business Practices and Professionalism
Interior designers understand the principles, processes, and responsibilities that define the profession and the value of interior design to society.
· a) Contexts for interior design practice.
Proof: Your two-year career roadmap maps opportunities at large studios, boutique firms, nonprofits, and hybrid consultancies, showing your grasp of diverse practice environments.
· b) Impact of regional and global markets on design practices.
Proof: The blog post “Designing for the Future: Trends and Demographics” analyzes how shifting client demographics and international sourcing trends influence material choices and spatial planning.
· c) Breadth and depth of interior design’s impact and value.
Proof: Across your project pages (budget planning, sustainability, design brief) you connect design decisions to user experience, environmental responsibility, and community wellbeing.
· d) Role and purpose of instruments of service.
Proof: The Budget Planning page includes detailed cost schedules, sample contract documents, and project timelines—showing how professional reports and drawings serve client and consultant needs.
· f) Components and responsibilities of business practice.
Proof: Your About Me and Ethics sections articulate your approach to client relations, risk management, and ethical conduct, highlighting key professional responsibilities.
· g) Elements of project management.
Proof: Each project page documents your process for budgeting, scheduling, and resource allocation, demonstrating core project-management skills.
· h) Professional ethics and conduct.
Proof: The “Why Legal Standards Matter” blog post and the embedded Ethics in class assignment 

Standard 16. Regulations and Guidelines
Students have awareness of the origins and intent of laws, codes, and standards.
Proof: Through both the Ethics page and your blog post on legal standards, you reference Ontario’s accessibility code, ARIDO’s Code of Ethics, and NCIDQ standards, showing comprehension of the regulatory foundations that safeguard health, safety, and welfare.

Rubric: Web Portfolio 

	Criterion
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Weight

	Link Submission
	No URL submitted or inaccessible
	URL submitted but missing initial or final upload requirements
	URL submitted and accessible in Week 1 and final upload
	URL consistently accessible; exemplary link management
	4

	Weekly Submissions
Content (9)
	
	
	1 point for each timely submission

	
	9

	Web structure
(how it operates)
	Fewer than half of the core sections present – no flow
	Most sections present, but some are missing or incomplete hard to navigate
	All core sections present and complete – clear navigation
	All sections present with depth, clarity, and insight – excellent and engaging flow
	8

	Design & Storytelling
(how it looks)
	Incoherent narrative; inconsistent visuals and design
	Basic narrative and visuals but lacks cohesion
	Clear design voice; cohesive visuals and storytelling
	Distinct design voice; innovative, engaging layout
	12

	Accessibility & Responsiveness
	Poor mobile display; alt-text missing
	Partial responsiveness; alt-text for some content
	Mobile-responsive; alt-text provided for all key content
	Exemplary responsiveness; detailed alt-text and context
	4

	Total
	
	
	
	
	37




Final Insights

STOP:

START:

CONTINUE:
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